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1 The Committee's forward work programme 
1.1 The Committee agreed to undertake an inquiry into alcohol and substance misuse. 
Members considered and agreed the terms of reference and the Committee’s approach 
to the inquiry.

2 Introductions, apologies and substitutions 
2.1 Apologies were received from Lynne Neagle. Ann Jones acted as a substitute.

3 Inquiry into new psychoactive substances (“legal highs”): Evidence 
session 1 
3.1 Apologies were received from Maryon Stewart.
3.2 The witnesses responded to questions from Members.

4 Inquiry into new psychoactive substances (“legal highs”): Evidence 
session 2 
4.1 The witnesses responded to questions from Members.
4.2 Dr Quentin Sandifer agreed to supply the Committee with additional information 
about how Public Health Wales engages and communicates with communities in Wales 
about new psychoactive substances. 
4.3 The Committee agreed to write to TICTAC to seek clarification on whether they test 
the substances received in addition to providing visual drug identification.
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5 Inquiry into new psychoactive substances (“legal highs”): Evidence 
session 3 
5.1 The witnesses responded to questions from Members.

6 Inquiry into new psychoactive substances (“legal highs”): Evidence 
session 4 
6.1 Apologies were received from Councillor Mark Child. Jackie Garland acted as 
substitute.
6.2 The witnesses responded to questions from Members.
6.3 Richard Webb agreed to provide further information about a toolkit that is being 
developed by trading standards officers on how to approach the issue of new 
psychoactive substances. He also agreed to provide a view in writing about the impact 
of the Anti-Social Behaviour Crime and Policing Act 2014 on trading standards officers’ 
approach to new psychoactive substances.

7 Papers to note 
7.0a The Committee noted the minutes of the meetings on 16 and 22 October.

7.1 Inquiry into new psychoactive substances (“legal highs”): Note from the visits held 
on 2 October 2014 
7.1a The Committee noted the note of the visits held on 2 October 2014 in relation to 
the inquiry into new psychoactive substances (“legal highs”).

7.2 Inquiry into new psychoactive substances (“legal highs”): Note from the focus group 
events held on 2 October 2014 
7.2a The Committee noted the note of the focus groups held on 2 October 2014 in 
relation to the inquiry into new psychoactive substances (“legal highs”).

7.3 Inquiry into new psychoactive substances (“legal highs”): Results of the Committee's 
survey 
7.3a The Committee noted the results of the Committee’s survey in relation to the 
inquiry into new psychoactive substances (“legal highs”).

7.4 Inquiry into new psychoactive substances (“legal highs”): Consultation responses 
7.4a The Committee noted the consultation responses in relation to the inquiry into 
new psychoactive substances (“legal highs”).

7.5 Public Health White Paper: Follow up from 8 October 2014 



7.5a The Committee noted the responses from both the Minister for Health and Social 
Services and the Chief Medical Officer in relation to the factual briefing on the Public 
Health White Paper. 

7.6 Correspondence from the Petitions Committee: P-04-568 Public Inquiry into ABMU 
Health Board 
7.6a The Committee agreed to write to the Chair of Petitions Committee to inform the 
Petitions Committee that although this is not a matter the Health and Social Care 
Committee is considering currently, the Public Accounts Committee is undertaking a 
piece of work on health board governance in NHS Wales The Health and Social Care 
Committee agreed to await the outcome of that inquiry before considering the matter 
further. 

8 Motion under Standing Order 17.42(vi) to resolve to exclude the public 
from the remainder of the meeting 
8.1 The motion was agreed.

9 Inquiry into new psychoactive substances (“legal highs”): Consideration 
of evidence received 
9.1 The Committee considered the evidence received on the inquiry.


